
 

 

 

R. M. Teitelman School 

7th and 8th Grade Summer Reading 
2018 

 
Our Summer Reading this year focuses on Informational (non-fiction) texts. Students will be expected to read 6 

articles from newspapers, the Internet and/or magazines over the course of the summer. This works out to be one article 

every other week. This assignment will be due on Friday, September 7, 2018.  Students may choose substantial articles 

that interest them; however, you need to use reliable sources with factual information, such as: local newspapers, 

National Geographic, Smithsonian, Scientific America, Sports Illustrated,  etc. If articles are too short, you will not be able 

to complete the required questions. 
 

Note: The Herald and the Gazette are free publications that can be used for this assignment. 
 

For each article: 
 

• Complete the following 5 questions. If you can’t answer a question(s), you need to choose another article. 

Do # 6 if there is a comparison within the article. 

• Answers should be written in complete sentences. 

• A copy of the article must be attached to your answer sheet to get credit. 
 

Questions: 
 

1.   What is the main idea of the article? 
The main idea of a story is the most important statement made about the topic of the article. 

 
2.   What are two supporting facts? 

Writers use details to help support or back up their main idea. 
 

 

3.   Choose 5 vocabulary words from the article. Write the words and their definitions. Make sure the definition 
works within the context of this article.  You may choose words you needed to clarify the meaning of or 
words whose meanings are important to understanding the article. 

 

 

4.   What was the author’s purpose for writing this article? Explain why you chose this reason. 
Authors write for a number of different reasons including: to entertain, to comment on society, to 
express their opinion, and/ or to persuade you to agree with them on a certain topic. 

 

 

5.   What did you learn from this article? Give excerpts from the text to support your answer. 
When you cite an excerpt from your article (line(s) copied word for word from the article) remember to put 
it in quotation marks “   ” 

 

Extra: 
 

6.   Give an example of a comparison being made within this article. 
A comparison can come in the form of a simile, a comparison using like or as, a metaphor, a comparison 
not using like or as, or an analogy, a comparison of two dissimilar things 


