
Liberal Reform or Conservative Reaction?  
Antebellum Period Civil War & Recon. Gilded Age Progressive Era WWI 1920’s 

LR 
 

LR CR LR Continuation of LR then 
into CR with WAR 

CR 
 

Mentally Ill Reforms 
Dorothea Dix 

Slavery Ends 
13, 14 15 Amend 

 
Mark Twain’s term and what 

it means 

Anti-Trust 
Extension of Populists 

Blacks and women 
opportunities 

Harding 
Coolidge 
Hoover 

Education Reform 
Horace Mann 

Opportunities for Blacks and 
women 

Social Darwinism Herbert 
Spencer 

16,17,18,19 Amend Gov’t intervention Andrew Mellon 
“Trickle-down economics” 

Temperance 
Women(middle class) and 

Business owners 

Freemen’s Bureau Monopolies T. Roosevelt 
W. Wilson 

Wilson’s boards running 
economy 

Tariff increases 
Palmer Raids 

 

Women’s Rights 
1848 Seneca Falls 

Stanton, Grimkes, Anthony 

Emancipation Proclamation Gospel of Success 
(Wealth) 

Hepburn Act – RR workers 
Pure Food & Drug Act 
Meat Inspection Act 

Sedition Acts 
Espionage Act 

 

Anti-Unionism 
Socco/Vanzetti 

 

Abolition 
William Lloyd Garrison 

David Walker 
Nat Turner’s Rebellion (1831) 

Gov’t Role expands Laizze-faire The Jungle 
 
 

Emma Goldman 
Child Labor Laws 
Favored by pres. 

Immigration. Restriction 
EQ Act 

 

Prison Reform 
Rehabilitation 

Reconstruction Acts 
Radical Republicans 

Carnegie Rockefeller 
Vanderbilt Morgan Gould 

Ford 

Conservation Act 
(Preservation- John Muir) 

 Anti-Immig. 
Prohibition 
Scopes Trial 

Transcendentalism 
Henry David Thoreau 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 Republicans = big business Federal Reserve 
Tariff lowered 

 

 Lynching 
Ku Klux Klan and the 1925/6 

March in DC 
 

Utopian Communities 
Oneida – John Humphrey 

Noyes 
Shakers – Mother Ann Lee 

New Harmony – Robert Owen 
Brook Farm  

Lincoln 
Johnson 

Grant  
Hayes -> 

Trust – Corporations 
Political Machines 

Boss Tweed 

Clayton Act 
Muckrakers - writers 
Women’s Suffrage 

 Rugged Individualism 
Hoover 

Marcus Garvey 

Second Great Awakening 
Charles Finney 

 S. Court decisions 
Plessy V Ferguson 

 

Riis, Hine 
NAACP – Niagara movement 

 Coolidge “The business of 
America is business” 

Expansion West 
Manifest Destiny 
Transportation-

growth/technology 

     

Exceptions: 
Institution of Slavery 

Slave Codes 
Nativism 

Exceptions: 
Suspension of Writ of Habeas 

Corpus  
Jim Crow Laws 

KKK 
Redemption of the Southern 

Democrats 

Exceptions: 
Pendleton Act 

Mugwamps, Populists 
Unions develop 

Thomas Nast 
Labor Unions – Knights of 

Labor 

  Exceptions: 
Auto 

Harlem Ren 
Women’s’ liberation 

Flappers 
 

Isolation Isolation isolation Isolation Intervention Isolation 

Isolation with exceptions like 
Spanish American War and 

Latin American interventions 
all along 

     

WAR 

 WAR 

WAR 



New Deal WWII 1950’s Cold War 1960’s 1970’s 1980’s 
LR LR CR LR LR -> CR CR 

 
FD Roosevelt 

SEC 
FDIC 

Blacks & Women 
opportunities 

Rosie the Riveter  

Eisenhower 
Republican control 

Kennedy 
Peace Corp 

18 yr old vote 
Anti-war movement 

Regan 
Reagnomics 

Supply-Side economics 

100 Days 
CCC 
FICA 

Employment 
Growth of Gov’t 

Taft – Hartley Act 
 

Dem. Gain strength 
LBJ 

Hippies 
Nixon 

Kent State 

Nationalism 
Iranian Hostage Situation 

TVA 
Pump Priming 

 

Truman Bland leading the bland Great Society 
Civil Rights 

 
Voting Rights Act 

Civil Rights 
N.O.W. 

Fem. Mystic 

Military build up 
Bush (#1) 

End of Cold War  
Berlin Wall comes down 

 

Relief –(bank holiday) 
Recovery –CCC 
Reform –FDIC 

Fair Deal 
Extension of the New Deal 

Conformity 
Man in Gray Flannel Suit 

War on Poverty 
Office of Econ. Opportunity 

Roe V Wade 
 

Silent Majority 

Cuts to spending 
 

Wagner Act 
NLRB 

 Materialism 
Tract Housing 

Medicare/Medicaid 
Job Corp. 

 

Shift-> 
YUPPIES 

Disco 

Clinton 
Reform welfare 

Unemployment drops 

  Levittown Woodstock 
Hippies/ Rock & Roll 

Stagflation (inflation) 
Ford 

Carter 

 
 
 

    Vietnam  
 
 

      
 
 

  Exceptions: 
Beatniks 

Civil Rights – Little Rock AR, 
Mont. Buss Boycott 

Exceptions: 
Bay of Pigs 
Vietnam? 

  
 
 

  Brown V. Board of Ed 
A. Philip Randolph 

   
 
 

Isolation Intervention 
 

    

 

WAR WAR WAR 
WAR 


