
2017 SUMMER READING REQUIREMENT 

 

9
th

 GRADE COLLEGE BOUND ENGLISH  

The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt 

 As you read over the summer you are to complete the attached character description chart labeled English 9 

CB.  This assignment is due on the second day of class and will count as a project assignment for the first 

quarter.. 

Any questions should be addressed prior to the start of the school year by contacting either Mrs. Rife or Mrs. 

Murnaghan via their faculty school email address. 

During the opening week of the school year the class will read a supporting article.  You will be asked to 

reference this reading in conjunction with your summer reading book.   

It is your responsibility to obtain a copy of the summer reading book The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. 

Schmidt. 

Novel Review: 

In this Newbery Honor-winning novel, Gary D. Schmidt offers an unforgettable antihero. The Wednesday Wars 

is a wonderfully witty and compelling story about a teenage boy’s mishaps and adventures over the course of 

the 1967–68 school year in Long Island, New York.  

Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday afternoons with 

his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like Holling—

he’s sure of it. Why else would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But 

everyone has bigger things to worry about, like Vietnam. His father wants Holling and his sister to be on their 

best behavior: the success of his business depends on it. But how can Holling stay out of trouble when he has so 

much to contend with? A bully demanding cream puffs; angry rats; and a baseball hero signing autographs the 

very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights! As fate sneaks up on him again and again, 

Holling finds Motivation—the Big M—in the most unexpected places and musters up the courage to embrace 

his destiny, in spite of himself. 

Amazon.com  



 

 

2017 SUMMER READING REQUIREMENT 

9
th

 GRADE HONORS ENGLISH   

The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt 

     As you read over the summer you are to comeplete a journal entry at the end of  each chapter.  Each entry 

should clearly identify the chapter title and answer the following questions:  What has Holling learned by the 

end of each chapter?  How did Holling show growth at the end of each chapter?  The response can be typed or 

neatly handwritten and should not exceed one paragraph.  This assignment is due on the second day of class 

and will count as a project assignment for the first quarter. 

Any questions should be addressed prior to the start of the school year by contacting either Mrs. Rife or Mrs. 

Murnaghan via their faculty school email address. 

*You are not required to purchase a separate composition book/journal book to complete this assignment. 

     During the opening week of the school year the class will read a supporting article.  You will be asked to 

reference this reading in conjunction with your summer reading book.  It is your responsibility to obtain a 

copy of the summer reading book The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt. 

 

Novel Review: 

In this Newbery Honor-winning novel, Gary D. Schmidt offers an unforgettable antihero. The Wednesday Wars 

is a wonderfully witty and compelling story about a teenage boy’s mishaps and adventures over the course of 

the 1967–68 school year in Long Island, New York.  

 

Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday afternoons with 

his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. Baker doesn’t like Holling—

he’s sure of it. Why else would she make him read the plays of William Shakespeare outside class? But 

everyone has bigger things to worry about, like Vietnam. His father wants Holling and his sister to be on their 

best behavior: the success of his business depends on it. But how can Holling stay out of trouble when he has so 

much to contend with? A bully demanding cream puffs; angry rats; and a baseball hero signing autographs the 

very same night Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights! As fate sneaks up on him again and again, 

Holling finds Motivation—the Big M—in the most unexpected places and musters up the courage to embrace 

his destiny, in spite of himself. 

Amazon.com 

 

 



 

 

Name _________________________ Class Period _____ English 9 CB 

 

The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt 
 

As you read The Wednesday Wars, take notes about each character using the chart below. Write a brief 

description about each character and why he or she is important to the story. Using specific details and page 

numbers will help you later. 

 

Character Description 

Holling Hoodhood 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Hoodhood 

 

 

 

 

Heather Hoodhood  

Mrs. Baker 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Sidman 

 

 

 

 

Doug Swieteck 

 

 

 

 

Meryl Lee Kowalski 

 

 

 

 

Danny Hupfer 

 

 

 

 

Mai Thi 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Bigio 

 

 

 

 

 


